
CITY COUNCIL
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

HONOLULU, HAWAII INO. _____________

RESOLUTION

URGING THE CITY ADMINISTRATION TO DEVELOPA CONTINGENCY PLAN FOR
TSUNAMI DEBRIS.

WHEREAS, on March 11, 2011, a 9.0 earthquakeoff thecoastof Sendai,Japan,
causeda large-scaledischargeof debrisinto theoceanasa resultof thetsunamithat
hit muchof the northerncoastlineof HonshuIsland; and

WHEREAS, University of Hawaii scientistsestimatethatthe tsunamidebrisfield
is currentlyspreadacrossan arearoughly2,000miles long and 1,000miles wide
locatedbetweenJapanandMidway Atoll, wheredebrismaywashup in early2012; and

WHEREAS, computermodelsindicatethatbetween5 to 20 million tonsof
tsunamidebriscould arrive on Hawaii’sshoresby early 2013;and

WHEREAS, tsunamidebrisposessignificantpotentialhealthand safety issues
for Hawaii; and

WHEREAS, urbandebriswashedto seaby tsunamiwavesmaybe contaminated
with toxins thatarecharacteristicfor industrialcentersand largecities; and

WHEREAS, if thetsunamidebrisdoesnot sink or biodegrade,it can remain in
the North Pacific areafor manydecades,potentiallypolluting Hawaii’s beachesfor
yearsto come;and

WHEREAS, the Council believesit timely for the City to begindevelopinga
contingencyplan to dealwith tsunamidebris;now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVEDby theCouncil of the City and County of Honolulu thatthe city
administrationis urgedto developa contingencyplan for tsunamidebris;and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVEDthatthe contingencyplan shall include, but not be
limited to, plansfor coordinationwith stateandfederalagencies,removaland
dispositionof tsunamidebris, andassignmentof city workers;and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVEDthatthecity administrationis requestedto
transmita progressreport on thedevelopmentof thecontingencyplan to the Council
no later than90 daysaftertheadoptionof this Resolution;and
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CITY COUNCIL
~ CITYANH%~I~OLULU No. 12-15,CDI

RESOLUTION

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVEDthatcopiesof this Resolutionbetransmittedto the
Mayor, the Governor,Hawaii StateCivil Defense,Hawaii’s congressionaldelegation,
andthe NationalOceanicandAtmosphericAdministration.

INTRODUCED BY:

Tom Berg

Ikaika Anderson

Romy M. Cachola

ErnestMartin

DATE OF INTRODUCTION:

January_9,_2012 ______________________
Honolulu, Hawaii Councilmembers

2



Introduced: 01/09/12 By: TOM BERG

CITY COUNCIL
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

HONOLULU, HAWAII
CERTIFICATE

RESOLUTION 12-15, CDI

Committee: SAFETY, ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT AND
GOVERNMENT
AFFAIRS

Title RESOLUTION URGING THE CITY ADMINISTRATION TO DEVELOP A CONTINGENCY PLAN FOR
TSUNAMI DEBRIS.

Links: RES12-15
RESI2-15,CD1
CR76

Voting Legend: Y= Aye, Y* = Aye wlReservations, N = No, A = Absent, ABN Abstain

SAFETY,
ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT
AND GOVERNMENT

02/28/12 CR-76 — R
AMENDED

ESOLUTION REPORT
N CD1 FORM.

ED OUT OF COMMITTEE FOR ADOPTION AS

AFFAIRS

COUNCIL 03/21/12 CR-76 AND RESOLUTION 12-15, CD1 WERE ADOPTED.

ANDERSON Y BERG Y CACHOLA A CHANG Y GABBARD Y

GARCIA Y HARIMOTO A KOBAYASHI Y MARTIN Y

I hereby certify that the above is a true record of action by the Council of the City and

/22&~~~K~
BERNICE K. N. MAU, CITY CLERK

UTION.


